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. is Anoel Standing BY.-W- n"r,

faceatain, youth in the early days of
CUristianiiv, inoat? periods ot neroic suf-Jerin- g

and heroic patience and legandary
wonder to Avbich I have already ventured
to call yourattntion) we read of a Chris,
liaaon whom his persecutors had put in
practice a niore than common share of
ibeif cruel ingenuity, that by Ji is torments
Vt those who will, or can. rrr hrrt.,..t.

the horrible detail) they might compel
him to deny his Lord and Savior. After
ilonjr endurance of those pains they re-Jas- eJ

him in wonder at his obstinacy.
Hii Christian brethren are said to have
wondered too, and to have asked him by
whut mighty faith he could so strangely
lubdue the violence of the fire, as that
neither a cry nor a groan escape him.
"It was indeed most panful," was the no-byou- ia'

reply ; but an angel stood by
me when my jaqguish was at the worst,
xviih hii finger pointed to Heaven." Oh
thou; uhotver thou art. that art tempted
wcora.nitasin, do thou think on death,
and that thought will be an angel unto
thee! Tho hope, of heaven will raise
iby courage above the fiercest threaten-in;- a

of the world; the fear of hell will
rob its persuasions of their enchantments!
and the very .extremity of thy trial mayitse.f contribute to animate thy exertions
by the thought that the greater" thy endur-inc- e

now, the greater will be thy reward
tea-alte-r Bishop Ileber.

Toe riurr Joy or the Christian.
Gnevious, indeed, is their misunderstand-m- jof the Gospel, who think that peacemust be postponed till we know that holi-aeM.- M

in progress within us, and that re-ptan- ce

is 'going onwards even unto peri-tenon. It is true, that without holiness
no man can see God; and it is as true,
that unless we repent we shall perish.
But just as the man who had the offer of
reconciliation laid by an offrnded neigh-
bor at his door, ought not to post pone hU
joy till the hour of "certain easy and pract-
icable .formalities; so neither ought we
to postpone it tilt the lime when we
that repentance and holiness have been
realized upon our characters. And that,
cot ton se these graces are easily at-
tainable bv US. but berause ihps wmrp.
ire actually- included as so many offers in
iu commiinicauon ol the Gospel; be-
cause God holds thein out for our accept --

wcf, just as efTectually as he holds out
jurixi for our acceptance; because he in

4jm all sufliciencv dwells. nrnmls in
make his grace sufBcient for every one of
ournecesshi-- s; because he, who "has giy
en us his own Son, pledges himself to
all who receive the gif:, that he will al.o is
with him freely give them all thin?s.

be man who only hears the offer, of
parjoa upon repentance ns a contingency

uitu uepenus upon nnnseii, may well
hearuch an announcement without be-- ?

gladdened nnd tranq u'ized by it.
But let a man hear the otfer in the whole
comjrehensiveness of its terms; lel.him
perceive that repeutance, as well as the
'emission.....of sins. is. inrlurlcrl ...in it- - I.

T - - II. ,t
,
hnn un lertand.that Gd hofda nmn htm- -
in the GorH'l u fane ifvinfr Snirit wll
us an atouinj aennev, and ihen let holi
ncaj be represented tn h in... i;:n,,r - " ..w, v..s ,- -
oie to neaven ns it niav. ni serine of im.
poieucy whatever wi intrpHnt ih n.....
U'lllph nnnkl tn A.... I 1 ' iim u iu in upou.nis nenrt
fiom such a communication. From the
moment thai he closes .yith these overt-
ures, he may have peace; and the point

ii iic in ine sosDei the
' in mm wno. wnen hf eom.nn..rl
nde the winds and the waters to obey.
w,me point at which the dark and

Iwrful agitations of a sinn-r- 's bosom
toouid cease into a calm.' Chalmtrt, I
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ta la Hardwick Baptist Church.

hruther Murray : A it i" alwav
ring to the friend of Christ to hear

of tht-a- grcs$ of His cause, I send you
athort cconnt of a late revival in Hrn

At the last iession of the Association.
J" Jun 1 1.. i- iug wiciurru u uo aiienutxi
?i!that church were awakened to re-';'- ed

energy and zeal in laboring for ti e
or Zlton. Iri the month of July,

,i;o u-er-e added to the church by baptism.I he impenitent began to feel serious in
v'ew of their lost condition nA a
J God seemed lo be, arise, shine, for

.IHV, lint I 3 .twuu,c, nna tne glory of the
wrd hnth risen upon thee.

On the $Sih of August, a nn.H.j.
eetinsr was held with ihrh.,u .... f

VJ protracted . for tear!) three weeks.
mo verv rOmmon.inor. .

I'l'Mirtn., ...L....I i ... .
.....jt HBiuiey. should do to be saved

. rmmr--u

rt",u people, ana at-"- M

the word Drench m ,1- ,- i i
I . - ,w litranjiincn of those who heard;, and
Nught forth fr.it unto life. The ,orJ

-n-
PoWerolGodwasmanif,s,,and

raqst every dav of iK . .tHkr. lT i iere

Ithe SRnfinsP k!T 1"' ;

. ' vv luo v ua oucii.inat a
great portion of the inhabitanis were con-
fined to labor at homp, yet God met them
in

; their
. fields, and brought them to the

evening meetings. .They came miles
with torch in hand ; and were made the
bappy recipients of Divine grace.

The converts as soon as they received
an evidence of pardoned sin, stood forth
as feirless and bold soldiers of the cross
of Christ, testifying to all that God had
power on earth to forgive sins. So en-

gaged were the young disciples, that even
while the meeting was in progress thev
went into different neighborhoods and set
up meetingscalled forward the anxious
and engaged in prayer for the salvation of
their souls. Through this means the re-
vival was extended, and converts were
multiplied.- At the close of the meeting,
I h .d the happiness of waiting upon sev-e- n

in the ordinance of bap-ism-
. List

Sabbath I labored with that people, bap-
tized twelve, and gave the right hand of
fellowship to twenty, who for the first time
came. forward ..with the church to com-

memorate the dying love of Christ in the
sacrament of the Lords supper.

How many have passed from death un-
to life will be known at that day when
God shall make up his Jewels. I ihink
i was never engaged in a revival where
the converts seemed to get so clear an ev-

idence of adoption and give that evidence
to others where God was so manifestly
present, and there was so little opposition

where the car of salvation moved with
so little effort, and so little obstruction
In view of what God has done" for this
feeble church, we are led to exclaim, what

' ;The church are
now destitute of a pastor; May the great
Head of the church direct some one of
his servants that way to break unto them
the bread of life. Yours, truly,

M. D. Miller.
Danville, Oct. 6, 1839.

P. S. Brother J. Baldwin, (who by the
way took a prominent part iu the labors
at Hardwick, has just closed a protracted
meeting at Walden which was attended
with cons derablt success. Brother Grant

laboring with brother Burrows at Pas-sumpsi- c.

The work of the Lord is there
going on. We expect brother Gram to
assist us in Danville, in a protracted meet-

ing, as soon as he closes his labors at
Paasumpsic. I give this notice, as per-
sons ofien wish to correspond with broth-
er Grant, bat know not where to direct.

M. D. M.
Under the head below, 1 design to give, in several

successive future papers, a u umber of articles
(rooi tha peu of Thoma Ckalmers, of Glasgow.
These discourses are taken iuto the Edinburgh
Encyclopedia, aud form ilia substance of the arti-
cle uuder lb head, Christiuuity, iu that work. t
need utteution and care in readiiig thein. And
they will bear Veuding more thau ouce. The arti-
cles uot all be as long as the first. -

EVIUEXCES OP CIiniSTIAISITY.
Chapter I.

Oi the Principles of Hisioiical Evidence,
and their Application to Ike Question

- of the truth of Ctirisiianity.
Were a verbal communication to come

to us
,

from a Derson
.

u a distance. thrn-

are
r
two

' ways
i

ui......which we might try to
.

saus.'y ourselves, mat tins was a true
coinuiunication, ;u;d that there was no im-

position in the affair. We might ei'.her
sit iu examination upon the substance of
the message ; and itien from what we
knew of the person from whom it pro-
fessed to come, judge whether it was prob-
able that such a message would b sent by
him ; or we. it iu examination upon
the credibility of the messengers.

it is evident, that in carrying on the
first examination, we might be subject to
very great uncertainty. The prufeased
auuior of the communication in question
may live at such a distance fiom us, that
we may never have it in our pawerto
verify his message by any personal con-
versation with him. We may be so far
ignorant of his chaiacter aud designs, as
to be unqualified lo judge of the kind of
communication that should proceed from
him. To estimate aright the probable au-

thenticity of the inessHge fiom what we
know of its author, wcu!d rtquire an

with his plans, and views, and
circumstances, of wbich we may not be
in possession, W e may bring the great-
est degree of Fagacity to this investiga-
tion ; Jbut then the highest sagacity is ol
no avail, wnen mere is an uusumsiency
of data". Ojr injienuity tnay be unbound
ed v but then we may want the materials.
The principle which we assume maybe
untrue jn itself aod, therefore may be" fal-

lacious in its application.
Thus, we may derive very little light

from our first argument. - But there is
still a second in reserve, the credibility
of the messengers. We-- may be no judgT
ea of the; kind of communication which is
natural, or likely to proceed from a per-so-n

with whom we are but imperfectly ac-uain- e4

J but. may. be yerjr competent

judges of the degree of faith that is to be
leposed in the bearersvof that communica-
tion. We may know and appreciate the;
natural signs of veracity. There is a
tone, and a manner characteristic of hon-

esty, which may be both intelligible and
convincing.. There mayv be a concur-
rence of several messengers. There may
be their Substantia atrrppmpnt. , Thurn
may be the total want of any thing, like
concert or collusion among them. The4e
may be their determined and unanimous
perseverance, in spite of all the increduli-
ty and all the opposition which they meet
with. The subject of the communication
may be most unpalatable to us;, and we
may be so, unreasonable, as to wreak our
unpleasant feeling upon the bearers of it.
In this way, they may not only have no
earthly interest to deceive us, but have the
strongest inducement possible to abstain
from insisting upon that message which
they wertrcharged to deliver. Last of all,
ns the conclusive seal ol their authentici-
ty, tbey may all agree in giving us a
watchword, which we previously knew
could be given by none but their master;
and which none but his messengers could
ever obtain the possession ol. In this
way, unfruitful as all our efforts mayhave been upon the first subject of exam-
ination, we may derive from the second
the most decisive evidence, that the mess
age in question is a real message, and was
aciu.tuy transmuted to us by its professed
author.

Now, this consideration applies in all
its parts to a message from God. The
argtuntnt for the truth'ot ihis messao-p- . re
solves itself into the same two topics of
examination. We may sit in judgment

the subject of theupon message ; or ive
may sit in judgment upon the credibility
of its bearers.

The first forms a great part of that ar-
gument for the truth of the Chri
gion, which comes under the heart nf ;t
internal evidences. The substa nee. m th
message is neither more nor Ipss. ihnn
that particular scheme of the divine econ
omy wnicn is revealed to us in the New
lesiammi; ana the point of inquiry is,whether this scheme be consist

thai knowledge of God and his attributes
which we previously are in possessionof ?

It appears to many, that no effectual ar-
gument can be founded unon this
eration, because they do not count them
selves enougtt acquainted with the designsor character of the being from whomthe
message professes to have come. Were
the author of the message some disrant and
unknown individual of our own species,
we would scarcely be entitled lo found an
argument upon any comparison of ours,
betwixt the import of the message and the
character of the individual, even though

e uau our general exper ence ot human
nature to help us in the speculation.
Now, of the invisible God, we have no
experience whatever. We are still fur-
ther removed from all direct and personalservation of him or of his counsels.
Whether we think of ihe eternity of his
government, or the mighty range of itsinfluence over the wide" departments of
nature and providence, he stands at such a
distance from us, as to make the manage-
ment of his empire a subject inaccessible
to all our faculties.

It is evident, however, that this does
not apply to the second topic of examina-
tion. The bearers of the message were
beings like ourselves; and we can apply
ourfitfe and certain , experience of man to
their conduct and testimony. We may
know too little of God, to found any argu-
ment upon the coincidence which we con-
ceive to exist bet.veen the subject of the
message and our previous conceptions of
its author. But we may know enough of
m m to pronounce upon the credibility of
the messengers. Had they the manner
and physiognomy of honest men ? Was
ibeir testimony resisted, and did they per-
severe in it? Had they any interest in.

fabricating the message; or "did they suf-
fer in consequence of this perseverance ?

Did they suffer to such a degree, as to
constitute a satisfying pledge of their in-

tegrity ? Was there more than one mes-

senger, and did they agree as to the sub-
stance of that communication which they
made to the world? Did they exhibit
any special mark of their office as the
messengers of God ; such a mark as none
but God could give, and none but his ap-
proved messengers could obtain the pos-
session of? Was this mark the power of

working miracles ; nnd were these mira-
cles so obviously addressed to the senses,
as to leave no suspicion of deceit behind
them? These are questions which we
feel our competency to take up, and to de-

cide upon. They 'lie Within the legiti-
mate boundaries of human observation;
and upon the solution of these do we rest
the question of the truth of the Christian
religion.

This, then, is the state of the question
with those to whom the message was
originally addressed. They had person-
al- access to the messengers; aud the
evidences of their veracity lay before
them. They were the eye and ear-wit-nes- ses

. of those facts which occurred at
the commencement of the Christian reli-

gion, and upon which its credibility rests.
What met their observation must have
been enough to satisfy them; but we live
at the distance of nearly 2000 years, and
is there - enough- - to satisfy us? Those
facts, "which constitute the evidence for
Christianity,. mjght .have been credible
and convincing to them, if they really saw
thera; bat is there any. war by which

(they can' be' rendered credible a nrf

vincing to us, who only read of them ?
W hat is the expedient by . which the
knowledge and belief of the meu of other
times can bn transmitted to posterity ?
Can We distinguish between a corrupt anda faithful transmission? Have we evi-den- ce

before us, by which we can ascer-
tain what was the" belief of those to whom
lrle message was first communicated?
And can the belief which existed in their
minds be derived m our, bv mir cm;,.,, ...
judgment upon the reasons which pro- -

The surest way in which the belief and
knowledge of the men of former ages can
be transmitted lo their descendants, isttiro'the medium of written testimony; and it
is fortunate for us that the records of the
Christian religion are not the only his-
torical document which havecome'down
to us. A great vat iety of information has
come down to us in this way ; and a great
part of that information is as firmly be-
lieved, and as confidently proceeded upon,as it the thing narrated had happenedwithin the limits, of our eye-sigh-

t. No
man doubts the invasion of Britain by Ju-
lius Caesar ; and no man doubts, there-lor- e,

that a conviction of the truth of pastevents may be fairly produced in the mind
by me instru mentality of a written memo-
rial. This is the kind of evidencejwhich
is cbitfly appealed to for the truth of an-
cient history ; and it is counted satisfy-i-n

evidence lor all that part of it, which is re-ceiv- ed

and depended upon.
In laying before the reader, then, the

evidence for the truth of Christianity, we
do not call his mind to any singular or
unprecedented exercises or its faculties.
We call him to pronouncj upon the credi-
bility of written documents, which proles3
to have been published at a certain age,and by certain authors. The inquiryin it no principle which is not ap-
pealed to .every day in questions of ordin-
ary criticism. To sit in judgment on the
credibility ol a written document, is a fre-
quent and familiar exercise of the under-standin- g

with literary men. It is fortun
ate for the human mind, when so interest-
ing a question as its religious faith can
be placed under the tribunal of such evi-
dence as it is competent to pronounce up-o- n'

vas friuna:i for those to whom
Christianity ( t professed communication
from heaven) was first addressed, that
they could decide upon the fienuineness
of the communication by such familiar and
every-da- y principles, as the marks of
truth or ialsehood in the human bearers
of that communication. And it is fVrir,- -
ate for us that when, after that communi-
cation has assumed the form of a historic
al aocument, we can pronounce upon the
degree of credit which should be attached
to it, by the very same exercise of mind
which we so confidently engage in, when
sitting in examination upon the other his-
torical documents that have come down to
us from antiquity.

If two historical documents possess
equal degrees of evidence, they should
produce equal degrees of conviction. But
if the obiect of the one be in pstahlid,
some fact connected with our religion
faith, while the object of the other is to es-
tablish some fact, about which we feel no
other interest than that general curiositywhich is gratified by the solution of any
question in literature, this d.fierence in the
object produces a difference of efivct in
the feelings and tendencies of the mind
It is impossible for the mind, while it in-

quires into the evidence of a Christian doc-
ument, to abstain from all reference to the
important conclusion of the inquiry. And
ths will necessarily mingle its influence
with the arguments which engage its at-

tention. It may be of impoitance to at-
tend to the feelings which are thus given
to the investigation, and in how far they
have affected the impression of the Chris-
tian argument.

We know it to be the opinion of some,
that in this way an undue advantage has
been given to that argument. Instead of
a pure question of truth, it has been made
a question of sentiment; and the wishes
of the heart have mingled with the exer-
cises of the understanding. There 13 a
class of men who may feel disposed to
overrate its evidences, because they are
anxious to give every support and stabil-
ity to a system, which they conceive to be
most Intimately connected with the dear-
est hopes and wishes of humanity; be-
cause their imagination is carried" away
by the sublimity ot its doctrines, or their
heart engaged by that amiable moralitywhich is so much calculated to" improve
and adorn the face of society.

Now we are ready to admit, that as the
object of the inquiry is not the character,
but the truth' of Christianity, the philoso-
pher should be careful to protect his mind
from the delusion of its charms.' He
should separate the exercises of the un-

derstanding from ..the tendencies of the
fancy or ol the heart. He should be pre-
pared 10 follow the light of evidence, tho
it may lead him to conclusions the most
painful and melancholy He should train
his mind to all the hardihood of abstract
and unfeeling intelligence. He should
give, up every thing to the supremacy of
argument, and be able to renounce, with-
out a sigh, all the tenderest possessions of
infancy, the moment that truth demands of
him the sacrifice. Jjet it be remembered,
however, that while one species of preju-
dice operates in favor of Christianity, an-
other prejudice operates against it. There
is a class of men who are repelled from
the investigation of its evidences, because
in their minds t Christianity is allied with

the Weakness nf fiiinerst itinn nnA .1.'

teel that they are descending when they
bring down their attention to a subjectwhich engrosses so much respect aud ad-
miration from the vulgar. .

It appears to.us, that the peculiar feel-

ing which the sacredness of the subject
gives to the inquirer, is; upon the whole,
unfavorable to the impression of the Chris-
tian argument. Had the subject not been
sacred, and had tho same tesiimoiiv heen
given to the ficts that are conuected with
it, we are satisfied that the history of Je-
sus in the New Testament would have
been looked upon as the best suppoited
by evidence of any history that has come
down to us. It would assist us in appre-
ciating ihs evidence for the truth of the
gospel history, if we could concert e for u
moment, that Jesus, instead of bein the
founder of a

J ly the founder
. .

of a ne.w school oflrhiloso- -
.i v r j i

puy, u mat me ditlerent histories, which
have come down to us had merely repre-sente- d

him as an extraordinary- - person,who had rendered himself illustrious
.among his countrymen by the wisdom of
"a sayings, ana me heueticence ol his ac-
tions. We venture to say, that had this
been the case, a tenth part of the testimo-
ny which has actually been given, would
have been enough to satisfy us. Had it been
a question of mere erudition, where neither
a predilection in favor of a religion, nor
an antipathy against it, could have im-

pressed a bias in any one direction, the
testimony, both in weight and in quantity,would have been looked upon as quiteu nexampled in the whole compass of an-
cient literature.

To form a fair estimate of the strengthand decisiveness of the Christian argu-
ment, we should, if possible, divest our-
selves of all reference to religion, and
view the truth of the gospel history, pure-
ly as a question of erudition. If at the
outset of the investigation we have a pre-judi- ce

against the Christian religion, the
effect is obvious ; and without any refine-
ment of explanation, we see at once how
such a prejudice must dispose us to an-
nex suspicion and distrust to the testimo-
ny of the Christian writers Rut
when the prejudice is on the side of Chris-
tianity, the etiect is unfavorable on a mind
that is at aU scrupulous about the recti-
tude of its opinions. In these circum-
stances, the mind gels suspicious of itself.
It feels a predilection, and becomes appre-
hensive lest this predilection may have
disposed it to cherish a particular conclu-
sion, independenily of the evidences bywhich it is supported. Were it a mere
speculative question, in which the inter-
ests of man, and the attachments of his
heart had no share, he would feel greaterconfidence in the result of his investiga-
tion. But it is difficult to separate the
moral impressions of piety, and it is no
less difficult to calculate their precise in-

fluence on the exercises of the understand-
ing. In the complex sentiment of attach
ment and conviction, which he annexes to I

the Christian religion, he finds it difficult
to say, how much is due to the tendencies
of the heart, and how much is due to the
pure and unminirled influence of ar.au.w . t..... . .m pnl I I iu i oi f .1 i

miAiciy jut me iruin,
disposes him lo overrate the circumstances'
which give a bias to his understandinor
and through the whole process of ihe in-

quiry, he feels a suspicion and an embar-
rassment, which he would not have" felt,had it been a question of ordinary erudi-
tion.

Ihe same suspicion which he attaches
to hunseif. he will be ready 10 attach to

1

ail whom he conceives to be in similar
circumstances. Now. everv author who
writes in

1
aeience ol Uhrisiianity,. is sup 1

DOSed to be a lhritian ,? nnH thlo in... e..;. .r .u.o, r, i

ol everv argument in iHm rnniMr., h,.
the nctual effect of weakening the impres-sio- n

of his testimony. This suspici6n ef-
fects, in a more remarkable degree, the
testimony of the first writers on the side
of Christianity. In opposition to it, you
have no doubt, to allege the circumstances
under which the testimony was given;
the tone ot sincerity which runs through
the performance of the author; the con-
currence of other testimonies; the perse-
cutions which were sustained in adhering
to them, and which can be accounted for
on no other principle, than the power of
conscience and conviction ; and the utter
impossibility of imposing a false testimo-
ny on the world, had they even been dis-
posed to do it. Still there is a lurking
suspicion, which often survivrs this
strength of all argument, and which it is
difficult to get rid of, even after it has been
demonstrated to be completely unreasona-
ble. He is a Christian. He is one of
the party. Am I an infidel? I persist
in distrusting the testimony. Am l a
Christian ? I rejoice in the strength of it ;
but this very joy becomes matter of sus-
picion to a scrupulous inquirer. He feels
something more than the concurrence of
his belief iu the testimony of the writer.
ne caicnes me iniection oi his piety and
ma morai senmnems. in addition to the
acquiesence of the understanding there is
a con, amore feeling both in himself, and
in his author, which he had rather been
without, because he finds it difiicut lo
compute the precise amount of its influ-
ence; and the consideration of this re-
strains him from that clear and decided
conclusion, which he would infillibly have
landed in, had it been purely a secular in.
vestigation.

There is something in the very sacred-
ness of the subject,

j
which intimidates the

.

understanding, ana restrains 11 irom rcak- -

in g the same ,firm and confident spplica- -

lion of its facultie?, which it would have
telt itself perfectly warranted to do. h .d itoeen a questiun of nrdm-- .

the anosi . .1.. j.T.-- . . , "dU;
. ...sr. vvvu LiiH ill 1 n am ,r

eminent ptilosopher.and the f.uhers of the
V ,,mniate successors in ihoomce ofpresjd.ng over the discipline and '

nstructuonof
they had established, this would have giv"
en a secular complexion to the argonaut,which we think tvould have been !

satisfying to the mind, and have impres!
sed upon it a c loser and more familiar
conviction of the history i question. Wefchould have immediately brought it iuto-comparis-

with the history oftrther phi-
losophers, and could not have C.iled to
lecognize, mat, in miuuteiiess of informa- -
lion, m weight and quantity 0f evidence,in the concurrence 01 nume'rous and iudc!
pendent tes.i.T.onies. nnd in 1 f...i l
sen.ee of every citcumsunce that.shouial
dispose us to annex Susn:rinn m ik- -
couut which lay before us. it f.r surpassed

3 ""o av4 vo:ne aown to us Iroin
antiqauy. It so happens, however. 1 liar.
instead ot bemg the history of a philoso-
pher, it is the history of a prophet. The
veneratiou we anqex to the sacredness of
such a character, mingles with our be-
lief in the truth of his history. From a
question of simple truth, it becomes a'
question in which the heart is interested- - '

and the subject from that moment assumes
a certain holiness and mystery, wt.ich
veil the strengm of the argument, and
takes off from that familiar and intimate
conviction which we annex to the far less
authenticated histories of profane auihors.

It may be further observed, that every
part of the Christian argument has bernj
made lo undergo a most severe scrutiuy.

'

The same degree of evidence which in?
questions of ordinary history commands ,

the easy and universal ucnuiescencv of ev.
ery inquirer, has, in the subject before us,
been taken most thoroughly to nieces
and pursued, both by friends and enemies,
into all its ramifications. The effect cf
this is unquestionable. The genuineness
and authenticity of the profane historian,are admitted upon much inferior evidence
10 what we can adduce for ihe different ,
pieces which make up the New Testa- -
ment. And why? Because iht Piri.,M
has been hitherto thought suffici,. nnrl
the genuineness and authenticity hare
ut'"(u vurcuuneu. iOlSO With g0S
pel history. Though its evid enee ia nr.
ciseiy the fame in kind, and vastly superior in degree to the evidence for ih hl.
tory ofibe profane writer, its evidence has
been questioned, and the
stance of its being questioned haj onntxed 4

a suspicion to it. At all points of the
question, there has been a struggle and a
controversy. Every ignorant obiectinn.
and every rash and petu lent observation,
has been taken up and commented upon
by the defenders of Christianity. There
has at last been so much saidahnnt h tW
a general feeling of insecurilr is ant m ,.
company the whole investigation. There
nas oeen so mucn Dgbting, that Chris,
tianily now is looked upon as debates bla
ground. Other books, where ih
dence

.
is much inferior, but which hava

i i inaa me advantage oi never bein" ques- -
tioned, are received as of established au V

thority. It is strikinir to obserre ihn nr.
feci confidence with which an infidel will
quote a passage from au anciei.t historian..
He perhaps does not overrate the credit
due to him. But present him with a la- -
yeiiiiei4 ana comparative view of all the

leviMpnr Ui k.. .jj 1 rv wtiu vc uuuucru tor me froa
pel of Matthew, and any profane historl.
an, which he chooses lo fix upon,' and let
each distinct evidence be discussed upon

iujii me oruiaarv and..nr....A e -
u,T,uiru pnuwipies 01 criticism, we as.
sure him that the sacred his-.or- v tvnulH r.
outweigh the profane in the number and :

value of its testimonies.
In illustration ofthe above remnrks,we can refer to the experience of thosa

who have attended to this examination.
We ask them to recollect the satisfaciion
which they felt, .whm they came to those
parts of the examination, where the argument assumes a secular complexion. Let
us lake the testimony of Tacitus for. an
example. He asserts the execution of
our Savior in the reign of Tiberius, and
under the procuratorship of Pilate; tha
temporary check, which this gave to his
religion ; its' revival, ana the progress it
had made, not only over Judea, but to the
city of Rome. Now all this is attested in
the Annals of Tacitus. But it is also at-
tested in a far more direct and circum-
stantial manner in ihe annals of another
author, in a book entitled the History cfthe Acts of the Apostles by the Evangel-
ist Luke. Both of these performanres
carry on the very face of tbem ihe appear-
ance of unsuspicious and u

documents. But there ore seieral cir-

cumstances, (
in which the testimony.. of

LJJke possesses a ceciueu aa vantage over
the testimony of Tacitus. He was the

! companion of these very apcstles. He
was an eve witness- lo manv. of tlw orpmaV 'llll.recorded bv him. He had the. admntanu
over the Roman historian in time and in
place, and in personal knowledge cf ma.

The genuineness of his psblicaiion. loo,and the time of its aPDearar.r hip f.rKoi.
ler established, and by precisely that kir.d .

uiniguinew wnicn is held drcisae in ev-
ery o her question of erudition. Betides
all this, we have the lestirnony cf at Jeat
five of the Christian faiheis, all of whom
had the same, or a greater, advantage in
point ol time than lacuus, and who had a
muph nearer and readier access to origin


